Syllabus

Theater, Cinema, and Film Production
Course Overview
Theater, Cinema, and Film Production is a single-semester course that describes the
processes of theater, cinema, and film production. The course begins by introducing
theater and film and their different genres and subgenres. The course also helps you
understand the creative side of theater and film production, such as screenplay writing,
directing set design, acting, makeup, and wardrobe styling and costume design. In this
course, you will also learn about technical aspects in theater and film productions, such
as lighting, sound, and camerawork. The course also covers the pre-production,
production, and post-production processes involved in plays and films. Finally, you will
learn about audiences for plays and films, and how they impact these productions.

Course Goals
By the end of this course, you will:










Describe the purpose, history, and language of theater and film.
List and describe the different genres and subgenres of theater and film.
Analyze the structure, content, and process of writing scripts for plays and films.
Explain the processes of lighting and sound in theater and film.
Describe camerawork in film.
Describe set design, makeup, and wardrobe and costume design in theater and film.
Describe the similarities and difference in acting and directing for stage and screen.
Explain the pre-production, production, and post-production processes in theater
and film.
Describe the audience for plays and films and their impact on these productions.
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General Skills
To participate in this course, you should be able to do the following:
 Complete basic operations with word-processing software, such as Microsoft Word
or Google Docs.
 Perform online research using various search engines and library databases.
 Communicate through email and discussion boards.
For a complete list of general skills that are required for participation in online courses,
refer to the Prerequisites section of the Plato Student Orientation document, found at
the beginning of this course.

Credit Value
Theater, Cinema, and Film Production is a 0.5-credit course.

Course Materials




notebook
computer with an Internet connection and speakers or headphones
Microsoft Word or equivalent

Course Pacing Guide
This course description and pacing guide is intended to help you stay on schedule with
your work. Note that your course instructor may modify the schedule to meet the
specific needs of your class.
Day
1 day:
1

6 days:
2–7

6 days:
8–13

Activity/Objective
Syllabus and Plato Student Orientation

Type
Course Orientation

Review the Plato Student Orientation and Course Syllabus at
the beginning of this course.
Lesson

An Introduction to Theater
Explain the purpose of theater, trace its history, and describe
the language of theater.

Lesson

An Introduction to Film
Explain the purpose, history, theory, and criticism of film.
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Day

Activity/Objective

6 days:

Film and Theater Genres

14–19

Describe different genres and subgenres of film and theater.

5 days:

Screenplays and Theater Scripts

20–24

Analyze the structure, content, and process of playwriting and
writing a screenplay.

3 days:

Course Activity 1

Type
Lesson

Lesson

Course Activity

25–27
1 day:

Course Discussion 1

Course Discussion

28
Para Jumble

Game

6 days:

Lighting in Theater and Film

Lesson

30–35

Explain the purpose of lighting and how it is used in theater and
film.

6 days:

Sound in Theater and Film

36–41

Explain how sound is created and managed in theater and film.

5 days:

Camerawork in Films

42–46

Describe the elements of camerawork, including lenses,
equipment, and shot types, involved in filmmaking.

6 days:

Set Design in Theater and Film

47–52

Describe and understand the purpose and process of set design
in theater and film.

6 days:

Acting on Stage and Screen

53–58

Describe the skills, processes, and techniques of stage and film
actors.

1 day:
29

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

3

Day

Activity/Objective

6 days:

Wardrobe and Costumes in Theater and Film

59–64

Describe the significance of costume design and wardrobe
styling in theater and film.

5 days:

Makeup in Theater and Film

65–69

Analyze the role of hair and makeup artists, and the impact of
makeup in film and theater productions.

5 days:

Directing for Stage and Screen

70–74

Describe the skills and characteristics of theater and film
directors.

5 days:

Pre-Production, Production, and Post-Production

75–79

Describe how the elements of a film or play are brought
together to create a final production.

5 days:

The Audience

80–84

Describe the relationship between the audience and a theater or
film production.

3 days:

Type
Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Course Activity 2

Course Activity

85–87
1 day:

Course Discussion 2

Course Discussion

88
1 day:

Thwack-a-Mole

Game

89
1 day:

End-of-Semester Exam

Assessment

90
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